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Mairi’s career as a radio and television 
host with the ABC and BBC has taken 
her from the Sydney Opera House 
to New York’s Avery Fischer Hall, 
London’s Royal Albert Hall, and Hamer 
Hall in Melbourne.

Currently Mairi presents The 
Opera Show and Music Makers on 
ABC Classic FM as well as local and 
international concerts with the MSO, 
ACO, Opera Australia and Musica 
Viva, and competitions including  
the Melbourne International Chamber 
Music Competition. She also leads 
music tours to Europe, the UK and  
the USA and in her spare time coaches 
young singers and instrumentalists  
in media skills.

MAURICE RAVEL  
(1875-1937)

Piano Trio in A minor

Modéré

Pantoum (Assez vif)

Passacaille (Très large)

Final (Animé)

It was in 1914 that Maurice Ravel 
composed his Trio in A minor for 
violin, cello and piano, his only work 
for this ensemble, yet regarded as one 
of the finest in the genre. Then aged 
40, a dichotomy between ‘past’ and 
‘future’ had emerged as a hallmark 
of his music, with older forms being 
refashioned for his modern, luminous 
harmonies. 

The Trio begins in cool serenity, 
with the division of the eight quavers 
creating a mesmeric effect. Written 
in a loose sonata form, the pulse of 
the irregular dance underpins the 
movement’s two themes, with contrast 
created through numerous sectional 
divisions, marked by precise tempo 
changes. In Ravel’s adaptation of the 
second movement, two contrasting 
musical ideas advance independently, 
their unfolding even continuing as 
the broad piano melody of the central 
section is introduced. 

In the energetic finale, the principal 
theme is illuminated by shimmering 
instrumental effects. The second 
theme is more elusive, its broad piano 
chords at first appearing stately 
beneath unison string trills, but later 
rising like militaristic fanfares. Rarely 
has music been written for three 
instruments that conveys such awe-
inspiring force.

Abridged from a note by Scott Davie 
© 2016

The Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s 
only previous performance of this work, 
conducted by Yan Pascal Tortelier in 1997, 
was of a version arranged for orchestra  
by the conductor.

ERNEST CHAUSSON  
(1855-1899)

Concert in D for piano, violin and 
string quartet, Op.21

Décidé

Sicilienne

Grave

Finale (Très animé)

Chausson was a humble and self-
effacing man, who tirelessly promoted 
the music of rising composers, often 
programming their works ahead of 
his own. The Concert in D for piano, 
violin and string quartet was written 
between 1889 and 1891, and was first 
heard in Brussels. The first movement 
begins with a declamatory motif 
formed by the first three notes of 
the main theme, heard in full at the 
entry of the solo violin. Vestiges of 
Wagnerian harmony may be sensed at 
climactic points, while in other places 
the music recalls Chausson’s teacher, 
César Franck. 

In the second movement, more 
equal part-writing lessens the 
distinctive solo roles. Above unsettling 
chromatic ruminations in the piano, 
the third movement begins with a 
long violin melody, a prelude to an 
increasingly intense central section. 
The mood is broken by the bustling 
energy of the final movement. 
The return to music from the slow 
movement’s central section in the final 
pages again increases the intensity 
and, with its final notes reordering the 
three-note motif heard at the outset, 
it concludes with a subtly innovative 
gesture.

Abridged from a note by Scott Davie 
© 2016

This is the first performance of  
this work by the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra.



SOPHIE ROWELL 
VIOLIN

Associate Concertmaster with the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, 
violinist Sophie Rowell has had 
an extensive performing career as 
a soloist, chamber musician and 
principal orchestral violinist both in 
Australia and abroad. After winning 
the ABC Young Performer’s Award in 
2000, Sophie founded the Tankstream 
Quartet which in 2006 were appointed 
to the Australian String Quartet. 
Sophie studied with Beryl Kimber 
in her hometown of Adelaide then 
with Alice Waten in Sydney. She now 
teaches at the Australian National 
Academy of Music. Although Sophie 
loves music she can always be tempted 
to exchange her violin for a pack of 
cards in one hand and a glass of wine 
in the other.

LAUREN BRIGDEN 
VIOLA

Lauren Brigden has been a member 
of the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra’s Viola section since 
2006, and is a founding member of 
the Fidelio Quartet. She has been 
awarded numerous prizes and 
scholarships, including the John 
Curro Viola Prize while studying 
at the Queensland Conservatorium 
of Music, and a scholarship to 
complete her Bachelor of Music at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music. 
Lauren has studied and performed 
extensively throughout Europe and 
North America, and received an Ian 
Potter Cultural Trust Scholarship and 
an Emerging Artist Grant from the 
Australia Council for study in Vienna 
with Gertrude Rossbacher. Lauren 
is the proud mother of two beautiful 
boys, is passionate about the Tour de 
France, and once moonlighted with 
the YouTube Symphony Orchestra at 
Carnegie Hall.

MATTHEW TOMKINS  
VIOLIN

Matthew Tomkins joined the MSO 
in 2000, and in 2010 was appointed 
to The Gross Foundation Principal 
Second Violin chair. His teachers 
included Marco van Pagee, Spiros 
Rantos and Mark Mogilevski.  
Matthew was a founding member  
of the Flinders Quartet and for over  
13 years performed with artists 
including Menahem Pressler, Geoff 
Nuttall, Genevieve Lacey, Karin 
Schaupp and Paul Dean. The Quartet 
featured at festivals including the 
Melbourne, Bangalow, Port Fairy, 
Castlemaine, Huntington, Tyalgum, 
Ballarat Goldfields, Camden Haven, 
Macedon and Woodend festivals. 
Matthew appears regularly in the 
MSO’s Chamber Players Series 
and with the Melbourne Chamber 
Orchestra.

RACHAEL TOBIN 
CELLO

Rachael was appointed Associate 
Principal Cellist of the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra in 2014. 
She moved to London at 18 for 
undergraduate study at the Royal 
Academy of Music, and subsequently 
completed a Masters’ degree at 
Mannes College of Music, New York. 
Performance highlights include 
solo performances at the Park Lane 
Group’s New Year Series (Southbank 
Centre, London), and concertos 
with The London Soloists’ Chamber 
Orchestra and the Mannes Symphony 
Orchestra. Prior to her appointment 
with the MSO, Rachael was a member 
of the Estonian National Opera 
Orchestra. She has also worked with 
Philharmonia (UK), Juilliard Opera 
Orchestra, the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, Australian Opera and 
Ballet Orchestra and the Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestra.

PHILIPPA WEST  
VIOLIN

Philippa’s interest in the violin was 
sparked at an ASO concert at age eight. 
In 1996, Philippa began her Bachelor 
of Music studies at the Queensland 
Conservatorium. The following year 
she moved to Melbourne to study 
under Mark Mogilevski, and later 
completed her Bachelor of Music at  
the VCA with Honours, and a Master  
of Music Performance at the University  
of Melbourne. Throughout her study 
period, Philippa regularly performed 
with the Queensland and Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestras, and Orchestra 
Victoria. In 2001 Philippa joined 
Orchestra Victoria and was Principal 
for several Oz Opera and Victorian 
Opera tours. Since 2010 she has been 
a proud member of the Second Violin 
section of the MSO.

KRISTIAN CHONG 
PIANO

One of Australia’s leading pianists, 
Kristian Chong has performed 
throughout Australia, the UK and  
Asia, and in France, New Zealand, 
USA, and Zimbabwe. As concerto 
soloist, he has appeared with most 
of the major Australian orchestras, 
and orchestras in the UK, NZ and 
China, with highlights including 
Rachmaninov’s Third (Sydney 
Symphony) and the Britten (Adelaide 
Symphony). A highly sought-after 
chamber musician, collaborations 
include the Tinalley and Australian 
String Quartets, violinists Natsuko 
Yoshimoto, Jack Liebeck and Ilya 
Konovalov, and cellist Li Wei Qin,  
with highlights including the 
Australian Festival of Chamber  
Music, Huntington Estate Festival, 
piano trios and the Beethoven Triple 
Concerto with Yoshimoto and Qin, 
and the complete Beethoven Piano  
and Violin Sonatas.

SUPPORTERS

Thanks to our wonderful MSO supporters.

Ticket sales account for only 33% of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s 
revenue. The Orchestra is deeply appreciative of the support it receives 
from Federal, State and Local government funders, corporate partners, 
individual donors and trusts and foundations. For a full list of supporters 
and for ways to support your MSO, please visit mso.com.au/support-us

Share your concert experience

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/MelbourneSymphony

Follow us on Twitter 
@MelbSymphony

View our photos on Instagram 
@MelbourneSymphonyOrchestra

Watch us on YouTube 
Youtube.com/TheMSOrchestra


