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MAIRI NICOLSON  
PRESENTER

Mairi’s career as a radio and television 
host with the ABC and BBC has 
taken her from the Sydney Opera 
House to New York’s Avery Fischer 
Hall, London’s Royal Albert Hall, and 
Hamer Hall in Melbourne. Currently 
Mairi presents The Opera Show and 
Music Makers on ABC Classic FM as 
well as local and international concerts 
with the MSO, ACO, Opera Australia 
and Musica Viva, and competitions 
including the Melbourne International 
Chamber Music Competition. She also 
leads tours to Europe, the UK and the 
USA and in her spare time coaches 
young singers and instrumentalists in  
media skills.

ROBERT MACINDOE  
VIOLIN

Robert (Bobby) Macindoe began violin 
studies with Gretchen Schieblich in 
Brisbane and was a founding member 
of the Queensland Youth Orchestra 
under John Curro. He went on to 
study with Jan Sedivka in Hobart and 
then Hugh Bean in London where he 
worked as a freelance musician. Upon 
returning to Melbourne, Bobby took 
up his current position with the MSO 
where he has been for over 30 years.  
In his spare time, he enjoys many 
things including train travel, listening 
to his collection of 78 RPM records 
and working on his Rubik’s Cube.

RACHAEL TOBIN 
CELLO

Rachael was appointed Associate 
Principal Cellist of the MSO in 
2014. She moved to London at 18 for 
undergraduate study at the Royal 
Academy of Music, and subsequently 
completed a Masters’ degree at 
Mannes College of Music, New York. 
Performance highlights include solo 
performances at the Park Lane Group’s 
New Year Series (Southbank Centre, 
London), and concertos with The 
London Soloists’ Chamber Orchestra 
and the Mannes Symphony Orchestra. 
Prior to her appointment with the 
MSO, Rachael was a member of the 
Estonian National Opera Orchestra. 
She has also worked with the 
Philharmonia (UK), Juilliard Opera 
Orchestra, the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, Australian Opera and 
Ballet Orchestra and the Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestra.

CAROLINE ALMONTE  
PIANO

Melbourne-born pianist Caroline 
Almonte has won numerous awards, 
recorded and produced for the ABC, 
and alongside her Australian and 
international solo and chamber 
commitments, teaches piano at 
the University of Melbourne. 
Recent highlights include concerto 
appearances with the Melbourne and 
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestras, a 
recital tour with Pieter Wispelwey 
for Musica Viva, performances at the 
Edinburgh International Festival and 
the Australian Festival of Chamber 
Music, and the CD recording of a 
Nigel Westlake piece for the Hush 
Foundation. Previous chamber 
collaborations include the Flinders 
Quartet, Yvonne Kenny, Ralph 
Kirshbaum, Li-Wei Qin, Merlyn Quaife 
and Miki Tsunoda. Caroline is also a 
founding member of the Sutherland 
Trio, and regularly gives chamber and 
piano masterclasses across Australia 
and overseas. 

LAUREN BRIGDEN 
VIOLA

Lauren Brigden has been a member 
of the MSO’s Viola section since 
2006, and is a founding member of 
the Fidelio Quartet. She has been 
awarded numerous prizes and 
scholarships, including the John 
Curro Viola Prize, and a scholarship 
to complete her Bachelor of Music at 
the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. 
Lauren has studied and performed 
extensively throughout Europe and 
North America, and received an Ian 
Potter Cultural Trust Scholarship and 
an Emerging Artist Grant from the 
Australia Council for study in Vienna 
with Gertrude Rossbacher. Lauren 
is the proud mother of two beautiful 
boys, is passionate about the Tour de 
France, and once moonlighted with 
the YouTube Symphony Orchestra at 
Carnegie Hall.



Share your concert experience

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/MelbourneSymphony

Follow us on Twitter 
@MelbSymphony

View our photos on Instagram 
@MelbourneSymphonyOrchestra

Watch us on YouTube 
Youtube.com/TheMSOrchestra

SUPPORTERS

Thanks to our wonderful MSO supporters.

Ticket sales account for only 33% of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s 
revenue. The Orchestra is deeply appreciative of the support it receives 
from Federal, State and Local government funders, corporate partners, 
individual donors and trusts and foundations. For a full list of supporters 
and for ways to support your MSO, please visit mso.com.au/support.

JEAN FRANÇAIX   
(1912-1997)

Trio for violin, viola and cello
I Allegretto (Vivo)
II Scherzo (Vivo)
III Andante
IV Rondo (Vivo)

Once, in talking about another of his 
works, the Danses exotiques, Françaix 
quoted a remark of the playwright 
Molière – that ‘it is a strange venture 
to make honest folks laugh’. This gives 
some expression to the most prevalent 
characteristics of his music, which 
embody both his own personality 
and those traits often associated with 
French culture: urbane wit, elegance 
and élan. Françaix penned the string 
trio in 1933, when he was already 
well-known as a brilliant pianist, but 
also on the verge of making his name 
as a composer on the world stage. 
At the time of its creation, he was 
working on three ballets, so it comes 
as no surprise that all four of the trio’s 
short movements are infused with 
vivacious levity and balletic grace, not 
to mention the soulful lyricism of the 
beautiful Andante.

Douglas Rutherford © 2016

CHARLES IVES  
(1874-1954)

Piano Trio
I Moderato
II TSIAJ (Presto)
III Moderato con moto
 

According to his wife, Harmony, 
Charles Ives’ one and only piano trio 
is a kind of musical reflection of his 
college days at Yale University, where 
he was a prominent member of Delta 
Kappa Epsilon and chairman of the 
Ivy Committee. The initial impetus 
for the trio’s creation came in 1904 on 
the eve of the sexennial reunion of his 
1898 graduating cohort. The composer 
sketched out a wild, kaleidoscopic 
burlesque which he later titled with 
the abbreviation TSIAJ (‘This scherzo 
is a joke’) – an interesting declaration 
given that the Italian word scherzo 
itself means ‘joke’. Here Ives displays 
his prodigious gift for combining and 
transforming different musical phrases 
and melodic fragments. In this case, no 
less than 25 different tunes appear in 
the space of about five minutes –  
a virtual anthology of contemporary 
popular medleys and fraternity 
songs which at times borders on the 
cacophonous. The scherzo is framed  
by two intensely lyrical movements – 
the first stern and tortuous; the second 
more romantic and ardent.

Douglas Rutherford © 2016 

BEDŘICH SMETANA   
(1824-1884)

Piano Trio in G minor, Op.15
I Moderato assai
II Allegro, ma non agitato
III Finale (Presto)
 

Like Ives, the Czech composer 
Smetana only made one foray into 
the realms of the piano trio. However 
its genesis was mired in tragedy. 
Between 1854 and 1856, three of the 
composer’s young daughters died. 
The death of his eldest, Bedřiška, who 
even at the age of four was beginning 
to demonstrate exceptional musical 
ability, was the most profound of these 
blows. Shattered, Smetana transmuted 
his desolation into music. Audiences 
initially received the trio coolly, but 
after Liszt heard it for the first time at 
Smetana’s home, he warmly embraced 
the composer. The vehemently 
impassioned first movement opens 
with a cry of the heart from the 
solo violin, played entirely on the 
lowest string. Boundless consolation 
is eventually provided by a noble, 
soulful melody in the cello. The whole 
movement pivots on the powerful, 
unresolved conflict between these two 
themes. Some relief is granted in the 
ensuing intermezzo, a kind of wispish 
polka whose theme is derived from 
the first movement’s opening lament. 
In the fiery rondo-finale Smetana 
vaults us back into the tumult, where 
alternating scenes of longing and 
beauty culminate in an intensely grave 
funeral march, before exploding at the 
last minute into a triumphant major-
key ending.

Douglas Rutherford © 2016

This is the first performance of each of these works by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.


