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 From The President 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2017.  We hope to send you regular 
newsletters to keep you informed with happenings at the Geelong Friends 
and the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra as part of our commitment to 
making your membership more worthwhile.  We always welcome your 
comments and if you have any ideas for newsletter contents or information 
sharing please do let us know.  We can now be contacted at our new email 
address msogeelongfriends@gmail.com as well as in person. 

Following the resignation of long-term President Terry Wills-Cooke, our 
Secretary Jacqui Belchev and several committee members, we have some 
changes in office bearers and some new committee members.  I am 
honoured to have been elected President and will find it hard to fill Terry’s 
very capable and efficient shoes.  Wendy Galloway remains our Vice 
President, April Fay is our new Secretary, Ian Caldwell our new Treasurer, 
Leanne Mumford doing Membership Services and Graham Hobbs has 
joined the committee.  I welcome them all and look forward to utilizing their 
skills 

May I take this opportunity to thank Terry, the Friends founder (in it’s current 
form) and initial President, for his years of outstanding commitment to the 
Geelong Friends and the MSO.  Without Terry’s dedicated service to our 
organization, and his relationship with the MSO, we might not have had the 
current commitment to the Geelong series by the MSO that we enjoy.  
Thanks also to Jacqui for her dedication as Secretary, assisting the 
Treasurer and looking after Membership. 

Our relationship with the MSO is growing ever stronger and for that we must 
thank their Managing Director Ms Sophie Galaise and her new team, 
especially the MSO Marketing Department.  I am sure we will be seeing 
some new and exciting activities by the MSO in Geelong, so watch this 
space!  There are some exciting concerts to come this year and we look 
forward to meeting the various artists – and you - at our Post Concert 
Events. 

Martin Shirley 

President 
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June MSO Concerts 

 

The MSO's next concert on 16th June at 7.30 pm is Haydn's Creation. This marvellous oratorio does 
not venture beyond Genesis. However, within this poetic story of the origin of the Earth and the 
creatures who inhabit it, including humans, this great composer has forged a series of choruses and 
solos, with many original concepts.   
 
The orchestra's prediction of Chaos is a master-stroke, culminating in the statement of 'Let there be 
light', which even brought Beethoven to his feet at the first performance. Haydn then proceeds to spell 
out the days of the week, the creatures and wild beasts that inhabit the earth, then, according to his 
period's assumption that man and woman top the scale of evolution - of which he had no inkling - the 
remainder of this large scale work builds on the achievements of God in creating such a marvellous 
work. Excerpts of this masterpiece can be accessed on YouTube. 
 

“Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony……..seems to sum up the composer’s 

tragic life” 

 
Schubert's Unfinished Symphony two weeks later, on 30th June at 7.30 pm has but two 
movements, and yet its first movement is possibly the most memorable of his 9 symphonies.  Gently 
ushering in the main melody the music is full of pathos and yearning.  Although barely 30 years old 
the mood of this movement seems to sum up the composer's tragic life. Masterly orchestration and an 
impeccable sense of timing and balance then leads the listener into a more down-to-earth dance 
movement and a happier conclusion. 
 
Mahler's setting of the German translation of 6 Chinese poems The Song of the Earth is looked 
upon by many as his 9th symphony, although he did not wish to call it that. However, unlike his other 
large scale essays for orchestra and voice, many of which include soloists & chorus, this work has but 
2 soloists, each in turn exploring basic emotions & reflections. The songs are shared between Tenor 
and Alto soloists.  
 
The Drinking song of Earth's Sorrow; The Solitary in Autumn; Youth; Beauty; Drunkard in Spring;  The 
Farewell.  Mahler wrote for voices throughout his short career, and these late settings for large 
orchestra and soloists come at a painful time in his life.  They are full of pathos, joy and colour. 
 
 
 
 

Did you know you can download the concert programs here? 
www.mso.com.au/your-visit/concert-programs 

 
 

 
If you have not yet replied to your invitation to the Post Concert Receptions for the June concerts, 

please do so to msogeelongfriends@gmail.com  We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

http://www.mso.com.au/your-visit/concert-programs
mailto:msogeelongfriends@gmail.com


Geelong Concerts 

 
Singing the Classics - Mozart Requiem 
overview  

 Sunday 11th June 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm 

 Afternoon tea at St.Luke's UCA Highton 

 Singing guided by Malcolm John OAM.  
 

All singers welcome. 52416445 
____________________ 

 
Concert:  Classic Fire with 42 piece Orchestra 
Geelong Inc.  

 Keith Humble Centre, Aphrasia Street, 
Newtown Sunday 18th June 3.00 pm - 4.15 
pm.   

 Fine music by Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert 
and Hill.   

 Soloists Mark Shiell (Flute) and Pip Healey 
(Violin).  

 Tickets at the door $20, $15 concession. 
Under 17 free. Call Mel on 0448313462   

 Conductor Mark Shiell.  
 

All lovers of good music are warmly welcome. 
____________________ 

 
2017 Australian Youth Classical Music 
Competition National Section 
 
SEMI FINALS  

 Saturday July 22 at 2 pm Keith Humble 
Centre, Geelong College 

 Adult $25 / Concession $20 
FINALS CONCERT  

 Sunday July 23 at 2 pm Keith Humble 
Centre, Geelong College. 

 10 outstanding young musicians from 
around Australia will come to Geelong to 
compete for the $10,000 Overseas Travel 
Scholarship. There are three other prizes of 
$3000, $2000 and $1000. 

 Adult $40 / Concession $30 

 Student $10 / under 18 FREE 

 Special Combo ticket for both concerts: 
Adult $55 / Concession $40 

 

Enjoy a stimulating afternoon of brilliant 
performances and support these talented 
Australian musicians.  

The following 3 concerts are presented by 
Music at the Basilica, at the Basilica of 
St.Mary of the Angels, 136 Yarra St, Geelong. 
 
Sergei Rachmaninov ALL NIGHT VIGIL 
(VESPERS) 
with selections of the J S Bach Solo Cello 
music 

 Melbourne Bach Chamber Choir 

 Saturday 1 July 2017, 8pm 

 Soloists: Emily Bauer-Jones, Mezzo 
Soprano, Timothy Reynolds, Tenor 

 
In this concert, Rachmaninov’s 
a cappella masterpiece is juxtaposed to 
excerpts from J.S.Bach’s solo cello suites, 
played by Chris Howlett. 

____________________ 
 
CHAMBER CHOIR OF ST. GEORG, 
NÖRDLINGEN 
Australian Tour 2017 - Geelong Concert 

 Thursday, 10 August 2017, 7.30pm 

 Music of German Choirs from 1500 to 2000 
– Bach, Pachelbel, Schütz, Mendelssohn, 
Brahms, Reger, Biebl, Deutschmann and 
others. 

 
This fine choir consists of 40 experienced 
singers from Nördlingen and surrounding 
areas.  Their repertoire covers a capella choral 
music from the early Baroque to present, as 
well as larger orchestral works. 

____________________ 
 
BY THE WATERS OF BABYLON 
Australian Chamber Choir, directed by Douglas 
Lawrence 

 Sunday, 17 September 2017, 3.00pm 
 
Many composers have set this heart-
wrenching text, telling of the exile of a people 
from their homeland. Discover the varied 
settings of this text by Bach and Palestrina as 
well as JS Bach Motets and works by Howells, 
Martin, Byrd and Gibbons. 

____________________ 
 



Geelong Concerts cont. 

 
The following two events are presented by the 
Barwon Heads Fine Music Society 
 
www.barwonheadsfinemusic.org.au 
 
Selmo and Rita, Piano and Violin 

 Sunday 11 June 2.30 at All Saints Anglican 
Church, 61-63 Hitchcock Ave., Barwon 
Heads 

 $15 Visitors, $10 Members 

 Afternoon tea provided 
 

As regular performers of Barwon Heads Fine 
Music concerts, June concert attendees are 
certain to enjoy another event of accomplished 
and wholly engaging performance from this 
talented husband and wife duo. 

____________________ 
 
Jazz in July 
 

 Sunday 9 July 12:30 pm at 13th Beach Golf 
Club 

 Featuring Sandra Talty’s Swing Quartet 

 2 course meal, free drink on arrival 

 $65 BHFMS members, $70 Visitors 

 Bookings essential at 
www.trybooking.com/PRYZ 

 
Always a fun and friendly event, you will be 
seated around the dance floor, whilst enjoying 
vistas across the fairways of Thirteenth Beach. 

____________________ 
 

 

STOP PRESS!!!!! 

Just in - details of Upcoming 

MSO Patron and Donor Events 

Winter 2017 is also attached with 

your Geelong Friends newsletter. 

It includes invitations to 2 Open 

Rehearsals (in Melbourne) and a 

Master Dinner. 

 

 

YOUR Geelong Friends 

 

If you have any ideas or suggestions for how 

the experience of attending MSO Concerts in 

Geelong, or attending Geelong Friends of the 

MSO events could be improved, we would 

LOVE to hear from you. 

 

 

 

MSO Website – things to discover 
 
Find out more about your favourite musician 
by going to  
www.mso.com.au/about-us/the-orchestra 
 
“Click through the sections of our Orchestra 
to discover the talented people who make us 
unique. Browse through the individuals to 
really get to know them, exploring their 
profiles and personalities as well as the 
concerts they’re involved in.” 
 

www.barwonheadsfinemusic.org.au
http://www.trybooking.com/PRYZ
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