
Wednesday 6 June at 6.30pm 
Melbourne Town Hall

Download our free app 
from the MSO web site.
www.mso.com.au/msolearn

Introducing

Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5

Presented and conducted by 
Richard Gill
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  twitter.com/melbsymphony 
  facebook.com/melbournesymphony

Ears Wide Open has a duration of approximately 
80 minutes, and will be performed without interval. 

Tonight’s performance will be recorded for 
later national broadcast and web streaming on 
ABC Classic FM.

Melbourne Symphony Orchestra programs can be 
read on-line or downloaded up to a week before each 
concert. For more information, visit mso.com.au.

Please turn off your mobile phone and all other 
electronic devices before the performance commences.
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BOOK NOW
at mso.com.au or 
call 1300 723 038

Flamboyant organist 
Cameron Carpenter will put 
the renowned Melbourne 
Town Hall organ through its 
paces in Poulenc’s popular 
Organ Concerto.

Friday 22 June at 7.30pm
Monday 25 June at 6.30pm
Melbourne Town Hall

oRGaN claSSicS  
aT ToWN Hall

BOOK NOW
at mso.com.au or 
call 1300 723 038

Keep your Ears Wide Open 
with this complete concert 
experience.

Friday 13 July at 8pm
Robert Blackwood Hall, 
Monash University, Clayton

Saturday 14 July at 2pm
Monday, 16 July at 6.30pm
Melbourne Town Hall

Dear Listener (for that is what you truly are),

Welcome to our fourth year of Ears Wide Open.

The abstract nature of music allows our minds and 
hearts to respond to music in any way we choose. 
Musical responses, like thoughts, are free.

However, the more we know about the way music works 
the better the chance we have to increase and intensify 
our range of responses. In short, music means what you 
want it to mean.

No one can force you to think about music in a certain 
way, but you can know an enormous amount about 
music. This will subsequently have a huge impact on 
your musical thoughts.

Music has its own way of behaving. I believe it is 
organised sound passing through time. 

It behaves in such a way that it has the special capacity 
to evoke, suggest, provoke, imply, tantalise and cajole 
our ears. As it passes through our wide open ears it acts 
upon our souls, our hearts our minds and our spirits in 
unique and special ways. In fact it is so special that only 
you know how it sounds to you; it is nearly impossible to 
describe that sound.

In Ears Wide Open we want you approach music with 
an open ear, an open heart and an open mind. In 
this way you can engage fully with the works we will 
explore without fear or favour, learn things about the 
music and about yourself, and above all your capacity 
to change.

Great music reveals itself in an inordinate number 
of ways. I feel privileged to be in the circumstance of 
conducting Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 and at the 
same time humbled by the sheer magnitude of the 
invention and the power of the musical thought the 
work reveals. I do need to keep my ears wide open. 
Will you?

RICHARD GILL

BeeTHoveN’S FiFTH 
anD PiNeS oF RoMe
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