
 
 
 

MELBOURNE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PTY LTD 

The Pizzicato Effect 
 

POSITION DESCRIPTION 
 

Position title:  Teaching Artist 
Reports to:  Education Manager, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra    
 
 
Essential functions for all Teaching Artists: 
 

 Ensure that all personal conduct and teaching practice reflects the MSO’s core values and 
aims, nurturing the joy and wonder of music-making and supporting The Pizzicato Effect’s 
values (see Teaching Artist Handbook) and aims: 
 

1. To provide a safe, positive, inspiring, engaging and high-aspiring learning 
environment that encourages excellence and great instrumental/orchestral music 
making 

2. To encourage the social development of young people and their communities through 
musical accomplishments, promoting engagement with school and community life 

3. To provide access to musical instruction, without cost as a barrier to participation 
 

 Deliver twice-weekly sectional lessons and tutti ensemble rehearsals that are planned, 
sequential, high aspiring, engaging, and effective learning experiences for students 

 Teach individually and with the other Teaching Artists to develop the students’ instrumental 
and ensemble skills 

 Prepare students for public and in-program concert opportunities, and be prepared to perform 
to a high technical and professional standard alongside students 

 Collaborate with The Pizzicato Effect team and broader MSO Company to maintain and 
continually develop a shared curriculum, approach, pedagogy and culture which encourages 
active engagement across staff and students 

 Initiate active and comprehensive communications amongst the Pizzicato Effect teaching 
team and within the broader MSO company when necessary  

 Ensure safety of the learning environment and manage behaviour in accordance with The 
Pizzicato Effect’s program policy (the teaching artist will be supported both onsite and with 
ongoing professional development opportunities in order to do this)  

 Attend scheduled planning meetings and professional development sessions throughout the 
year 

 
Essential functions specific to this role: 
 

 With the guidance of the Lead Teaching Artist team, create a program plan for each term 

 Deliver twice-weekly sectional lessons and tutti ensemble rehearsals that work towards 
meeting the goals as identified in the term program plan 

 Assist the Lead Teaching Artist Team to track the development of the term plan and the 
students' achievements   
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TEACHING TIMETABLE  
Please note: this teaching schedule is correct at time of contract issue. It is subject to change.  
 
MONDAYS 
3:00pm  Team planning onsite at Meadows Primary School 
3:30pm   Individual lessons and room set up 
4pm   Sectionals and tutti rehearsals 
5.30pm  Pack up rooms, TA debrief 
6pm   Finish 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
3:00pm  Team planning onsite at Meadows Primary School 
3:30pm   Individual lessons and room set up 
4pm   Sectionals and tutti rehearsals 
5.30pm  Pack up rooms, TA debrief 
6pm   Finish 

 


