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Welcome 
 
Welcome to the second of MSO’s Guided Open Rehearsals for 2018, titled Mozart’s Jupiter 
Symphony. This resource is designed to deepen your experience of the concert by providing 
you with some interesting information, questions to consider, and points for discussion. We 
hope you enjoy the experience! 
 
The following repertoire is scheduled to feature in this rehearsal. Please note that, as per 
information provided to you at the time of booking, the rehearsal order/repertoire to 
feature is subject to change up to and including the day of the rehearsal: 
 
MOZART    Symphony No.41 in C, K.551 (‘Jupiter’)  31’ 
 
The artists featuring in this rehearsal are: 
 
Benjamin Northey Conductor 
MSO   Orchestra 
 
In this resource, links to Victorian curriculum strands are indicated using these acronyms: 
 
[EE]   Music: Explore and Express Ideas 
[MP]   Music: Music Practices 
[PP]   Music: Present and Perform 
[RI]   Music: Respond and Interpret 
 
 

Get thinking… 
 
[MP / PP] Have you heard this piece before? 
  

If not, check it out using the Spotify player on MSO’s Guided Open Rehearsal 
information page (or, check out this performance (excerpt) on YouTube given 
by the Berlin Philharmonic and Sir Simon Rattle. Why is it nicknamed ‘Jupiter’? 
Do the open chords remind you of the planet’s are aesthetic, perhaps? 

 
[RI / MP] ‘Jupiter’ is one of three symphonies that Mozart completed in 1788 (Symphonies 
No.39, 40 and 41). It was also the last he completed before he died just three years later in 
1791. Critic for The Guardian, Tom Service, describes No.41 as “a complexity of emotional 
experience and richness of invention” – awesome! 

Compare the first movements of a selection of Mozart’s symphonies (if you 
need some inspiration, head here). Having come into existence just over a 
decaded prior to the height of the Romantic period, does Symphony No.41 
express emotion and narrative in a way Mozart’s earlier symphonies did 
not? 
 

 

 

https://www.mso.com.au/whats-on/2018/open-rehearsals-mozart/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHuhATcs99E
https://www.theguardian.com/music/tomserviceblog/2014/may/27/symphony-guide-mozart-41st-jupiter-tom-service
https://www.theguardian.com/music/tomserviceblog/2014/may/27/symphony-guide-mozart-41st-jupiter-tom-service
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/mozart/guides/mozarts-symphonies-where-start/


At the rehearsal 
 
[MP / RI / PP / EE] Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony is a work with a duration of approximately 31 
minutes. It will feature as the final item in this week’s concert (the penultimate position of 
‘symphony’). 

 

 Compare what you hear at the rehearsal to what you heard in the recordings you 
listened to in preparation for this rehearsal: What do you notice that’s the same? 
What do you notice that’s different? Think about which conductor/orchestra 
combination is featured and what their varying interpretations of the piece might 
be including of tempo and dynamics 

 

 What does the manipulation of the elements of music (tempo, dynamics etc.) 
add to the performance you witness today? 

 
 

 
MSO’s Associate Conductor, Benjamin Northey 

 
            
[EE / PP] Conductors have a huge role to play in helping shape the interpretation of a work, 
and especially in the context of Mozart whose works are often regarded as some of the 
most important and special within the classical canon. What can you learn by observing Ben 
Northey, our conductor for this program, in action? 
 

 The work incorporates three different time signatures across four different 
movements: 1: Molto allegro (2/2), 2: Andante (6/8); 3: Menuetto – Trio (3/4); 4: 
Allegro assai (2/2): Try conducting along! 

 

 What does Ben do with his body to help create shape/phrasing in the music?  
 

 When Ben stops the orchestra to discuss/alter interpretation of a particular 
section of the music, what does he change about his approach (use of body, 
gestures etc.) to elucidate the alteration? 

 
 

 



Post-rehearsal 
 
LISTEN:  
 
[RI] Return to the MSO’s Guided Open Rehearsal information page and listen to the listed 
recordings of works featured at the rehearsal. Now, search Spotify (or YouTube) to find 
different recordings of the works – perhaps by a different orchestra/conductor 
combination, or by a different soloist.  
 

1. What differences/similarities do you notice? 
 

2. Which do you like better? Give a reason for your opinion(s). 
 

3. What do you think a sound engineer needs to consider when recording an 
orchestra? Not sure? See if you can find some information on the web. 

 
DISCUSS: 
 
Collate your notes/thoughts from your MSO Guided Open Rehearsal experience and share 
with a friend or teacher that went along too. 
 

1. What were the three most interesting things you observed? 
 

2. What did you notice regarding the different ways in which the people onstage were 
communicating with each other? (e.g. section leader to section, conductor to 
orchestra, orchestra manager to conductor, conductor to featured musician etc.) 

 
3. Did something go wrong during the rehearsal? What was it? How was it managed? 

What would you have done differently if you had to manage that same situation? 
 
 LEARN: 
 
There’s plenty more where this came from! If you like what you see, check out the MSO’s 
2018 Schools’ Season online and discover our full range of Guided Open Rehearsals. 
 

 

TEACHERS: 
 
Our 2019 Schools’ Season launches on Wednesday 24 October in the beautiful surrounds of 
the ABC Southbank Building. To reserve your place, contact education@mso.com.au.  
 

We hope to see you again! 

 

 

https://www.mso.com.au/whats-on/2018/open-rehearsal/
https://www.mso.com.au/education/schools-and-teachers/
https://www.mso.com.au/education/schools-and-teachers/
https://www.mso.com.au/whats-on/list?series%5B%5D=3914&experiencelevels%5B%5D=25
mailto:education@mso.com.au

