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SECTION 1 – HOW TO USE THE RESOURCES

USING THESE RESOURCES
We are excited to make available to you this set 
of digital pre-concert resources for MSO’s Super 
Symphony concerts. We can’t wait to join you!

WHY PROVIDE PRE-CONCERT 
RESOURCES?
The MSO aims to provide exciting, engaging and 
meaningful educational experiences that extend 
well beyond the concert hall. That’s why we’ve 
designed this special resource pack for you and 
your students to discover in the lead up to the 
concerts, as well as to use to reflect on your 
experience in the post-concert period.

While developing this resource pack, we focussed 
on the creation of content that is adaptable, 
inspiring, and linked to curriculum. The MSO’s 
Education and Community Engagement concerts 
and pre-concert resources are intended as a 
method of supercharging curriculum, using 
learning to inspire a love of and deep-seated 
passion for music and the associated art forms.

WHICH ASPECTS OF CURRICULUM  
ARE SUPPORTED BY THIS RESOURCE?
This resource contains explicit links with:

Victorian Curriculum (K–6) + extensions  
for Levels 7 and 8 (Vic Curric):

• Capabilities

• Learning areas (Music) 

• Sub-strands (Music) 

Victorian Early Years Learning and Development 
Framework (VEYLDF):

• Learning outcomes

WHAT RESOURCES ARE ON OFFER FOR 
THIS CONCERT?
1. Teachers’ guide (K–6 with extension 

activities for levels 7 and 8) with information 
about artists, repertoire, and lesson plan 
suggestions (including links to a variety of 
concert-related digital resources)

2. Resource videos including:

o How do musicians prepare for a concert?

o What can we learn about musicians and 
their instruments?

o Interview with Prudence Davis, Flute

o Interview with Shane Hooton, Trumpet

o Interview with Brent Miller, Percussion

o Interview with Freya Franzen, Violin

3. Spotify playlist – complete with all repertoire 
to be featured in the concert (we’ve also 
included YouTube links in Section 3  of this 
resource)

HOW SHOULD I USE THE RESOURCE 
PACK?
We suggest you use this document in conjunction 
with the video resources to design and execute a 
pre-/post-concert learning sequence crafted to 
suit your students and their particular interests 
and needs. How much time you spend working 
with and discussing each resource is up to you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2EzH0SMNbI&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/6F9RoxIwB2s
https://youtu.be/6F9RoxIwB2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cq3wa8R1-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ju8w2J5MO4&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkIN4xJF7FQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PI1NvzqlWwg&feature=youtu.be
https://open.spotify.com/user/msoplays/playlist/79x34ayKo0PWaj1bO6DkuQ?si=mfw_QVexSsuggHYpmlwPTQ
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Established in 1906, the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra (MSO) is an arts leader and Australia’s 
longest-running professional orchestra. Chief 
Conductor Sir Andrew Davis has been at the 
helm of MSO since 2013. Engaging more than 
3 million people each year, the MSO reaches a 
variety of audiences through live performances, 
recordings, TV and radio broadcasts and live 
streaming. Its international audiences include 
China, where MSO has performed in 2012, 2016 
and again in 2018, Europe (2014) and Indonesia, 
where in 2017 it performed at the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, Prambanan Temple. 

The MSO performs a variety of concerts ranging 
from symphonic performances at its home, Hamer 
Hall at Arts Centre Melbourne, to its annual free 
concerts at Melbourne’s largest outdoor venue, 
the Sidney Myer Music Bowl. The MSO also 
delivers innovative and engaging programs and 
digital tools to audiences of all ages through its 
Education and Outreach initiatives.

MELBOURNE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Sir Andrew Davis gave his inaugural concerts 
as the MSO’s Chief Conductor in 2013, having 
made his debut with the Orchestra in 2009. 
The MSO also works with Associate Conductor 
Benjamin Northey and Assistant Conductor Tianyi 
Lu, as well as with such eminent recent guest 
conductors as Tan Dun, John Adams, Jakub Hrůša 
and Jukka-Pekka Saraste. It has also collaborated 
with non-classical musicians including Elton John, 
Nick Cave, and Flight Facilities.

The MSO reaches a wider audience through 
regular radio broadcasts, recordings and CD 
releases, including the February 2018 release  
of a collaboration with Chinese violin virtuoso  
Lu Siqing. 

SECTION 2 – ARTISTS
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TIANYI LU
ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR, MELBOURNE SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA
Tianyi is the Cybec Assistant Conductor of the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra, Music Director of the Bristol Metropolitan Orchestra, and 
regularly guest conducts orchestras around the United Kingdom and 
New Zealand. She is the Junior Fellow in Conducting at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music and Drama where she is a member  
of the conducting faculty.

As a flautist and composer, Tianyi was the recipient of a number 
of awards, including First Prize in the New Zealand Woodwind 
Competition and top awards in the Douglas Lilburn and Llewellyn 
Jones composition competitions at the University of Auckland. Her 
broad musical interests have also led her to study the baroque flute, 
violada gamba, harpsichord and electronic music composition in her 
undergraduate studies.

RICHARD VAUDREY
PRESENTER
Cellist and songwriter Richard Vaudrey is quickly becoming a notable 
force in the new breed of string players - classically trained and 
proficient across a multitude of genres. Richard completed Doctoral 
study in classical cello and contemporary improvisation at Stony 
Brook, New York (NYC) with Colin Carr and Ray Anderson whilst 
acting as Teaching Assistant to the Emerson String Quartet. Richard 
has a prolific background in chamber music performing regularly both 
as a soloist and collaborator across genres including classical, new 
music, jazz, folk and pop in venues including Carnegie hall, Alice Tully 
Hall and the Melbourne Recital Centre.

Richard’s solo project VAUDREY, a unique blend of indie-folk-pop for 
cello voice and electronics, has been showcased in NYC, Sydney  
and Melbourne to great acclaim. His works extends throughout the 
music industry and include scoring for the television series Sammy  
J and Randy in Ricketts Lane and Ministry of Sound, mixing audio 
for Universal Music Australia, as well as recently performing the solo 
electric cello part in Hans Zimmer’s Planet Earth 2 Live in Concert.  

Richard has held positions such as Adjunct Professor of Cello at 
Western Connecticut State University, (USA) and is currently Head  
of Instrumental and Ensemble Music at Peninsula Grammar.

SECTION 2 – ARTISTS
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Need some music for classroom transitions or a wet day timetable, 
and want to prepare your students for their concert experience at  
the same time? We’ve got you covered – we’ve even prepared a 
special Spotify playlist for you to use! We’ve also included YouTube 
links below to give you maximum flexibility. 

MOZART  Symphony No.40

GLUCK  Dance of the Furies

BRITTEN  Playful Pizzicato

MOZART Serenade for Winds No.12, K.388, II. Andante; IV. Allegro

MOZART Quintet No.2, K.406, II. Andante

SECTION 3 – SET LIST (REPERTOIRE) 

https://open.spotify.com/user/msoplays/playlist/79x34ayKo0PWaj1bO6DkuQ?si=mfw_QVexSsuggHYpmlwPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJ7xd5gSB78
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fmPha2Dkdg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8M66GwhA2EU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1vkhzVNn5xE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9hj6ku0aeg
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SECTION 4 – LESSON PLAN SUGGESTIONS

Each lesson plan indicates suggested links both within and across learning areas of the Victorian 
Curriculum. These links are listed in hierarchical order (learning area, strand, sub-strand etc.)  
and in the interest of level-related flexibility do not include specific content descriptions. As  
each lesson plan includes options for extension, the plans are designed to be adapted in order  
to differentiate content according to the level at which students are working (K-6).

LESSON PLAN 1: MEET THE MUSICIANS AND THEIR INSTRUMENTS

POSSIBILITIES
• Suggested for pre-show engagement

LINKS TO VICTORIAN CURRICULUM
• Critical and Creative Thinking (capability)

• Personal and Social (capability)

• Music (learning area)

o Respond and Interpret

o Explore and Express Ideas

VEYLDF LINKS:
• Outcome 2: Children are connected with  

and contribute to their world

• Outcome 5: Children are effective 
communicators

LEARNING INTENTION:
To get to know the musicians and instruments  
of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.

MATERIALS:
• Whiteboard markers

• Interactive whiteboard (with visuals and sound)

• Scrap paper

• Grey lead pencils

• Coloured pencils and markers

1. Introduce the learning intention and remind students they’ll soon 
be attending a performance of Super Symphony by Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra.

2. Choose one of our general video resources to watch  
with students:

a. Interview with Prudence Davis, Flute

b. Interview with Shane Hooton, Trumpet

c. Interview with Brent Miller, Percussion

d. Interview with Freya Franzen, Violin

e. How do musicians prepare for a concert?

3. Have a discussion with the students using varying types  
of comprehension questions such as: 

a.  What did you see in the video?

b. What is [MUSICIAN’S NAME]’s instrument called? 

c. How do you think [MUSICIAN’S NAME] would feel when 
preparing for a performance?

d. What was the most interesting thing you just saw, and why?

e. How do you think you would feel playing the [INSTRUMENT]  
(e.g. happy, sad, excited etc.)

f. If you met [MUSICIAN’S NAME] in person, what other questions 
would you ask them?

g. What do you imagine the Hamer Hall backstage area might look 
like? What would musicians need in the backstage area?

5. Ask students to draw a picture of themselves at the concert focusing 
on how they think they’ll feel when they arrive at the performance 
(you might like to ask them to visualise this with eyes closed). You 
may like to play some music from our Spotify playlist while the 
students draw.

6. Have a show-and-tell session at the end of the lesson.

EXTENSION IDEAS (LEVELS 7–8)
• Revisit the drawings when you arrive back form the performance 

– how did the music make them feel? Is it the same or different to 
how we first imagined we’d feel? Undertake some analysis on the 
works presented at the concert.

• Want to explore the concept of musicians, instruments and  
the orchestra with your students? Why not play our full 
schools concert during a wet day timetable or as a special 
treat at the end of a long week?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cq3wa8R1-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ju8w2J5MO4&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YkIN4xJF7FQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PI1NvzqlWwg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2EzH0SMNbI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGzZGzh9PbE&t=1359s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGzZGzh9PbE&t=1359s
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LESSON PLAN 2: MUSIC AND EMOTION 

POSSIBILITIES
• Suggested for pre-show engagement

LINKS TO VICTORIAN CURRICULUM
• Critical and Creative Thinking (capability)

• Personal and Social (capability)

• Ethical (capability)

• Music (learning area)

o Respond and Interpret

VEYLDF LINKS:
• Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense  

of identity 

• Outcome 2: Children are connected with  
and contribute to their world 

• Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense  
of wellbeing 

• Outcome 4: Children are confident and  
involved learners 

• Outcome 5: Children are effective 
communicators 

LEARNING INTENTION:
To explore the connection between music  
and emotion.

MATERIALS:
• A class set (one per child) of Appendix A –  

Music and Emotion handout

• Interactive whiteboard (with sound)

• Whiteboard markers

• Access to Spotify and/or YouTube (specifically, 
to the music in Section 3 of this resource)

• Scrap paper or workbooks

• Coloured pencils and markers

1. Introduce the learning intention and remind students they’ll soon 
be attending a performance of Super Symphony by Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra.

2. Introduce the word and concept of ‘emotions’ to children – 
brainstorm some emotions on the whiteboard (you may even like  
to make a class poster).

3. Choose two contrasting pieces of music from the repertoire for this 
concert – you can find YouTube links in Section 3 of this resource 
or use our Spotify playlist (cue these up on your interactive 
whiteboard or smartboard system).

4. Students can work in pairs, small groups (at their tables) or 
individually to complete the handout provided in the Handouts 
section of this resource (Section 5). 

5. Have a discussion with the students using varying types of 
comprehension questions such as: 

a. What are the different emotions you felt while listening to each 
piece?

b. Which pieces made you feel the same?

c. Which pieces made you feel differently?

d. What are some activities you’d like to do while listening to each 
of these pieces?

e. Which piece is your favourite? Why?

 You may like to add your ideas to your class poster, if you created 
this at step 2.

EXTENSION IDEAS (LEVELS 7–8)
• Add a column to the handout that asks students to consider 

another piece of music (classical, popular or otherwise) that 
they might associate with each of the pieces you chose to 
analyse.

• Try prompting this same thinking (how does it make you 
feel?) at different times throughout the school day e.g. after 
watching a digital resource video, after reading a story, after  
a disagreement between students in the classroom – this helps 
to reinforce the broader application of the exercise.

• Consider repeating this exercise throughout the school year, 
or with some pop/top 40 music that students are already very 
familiar with.

SECTION 4 – LESSON PLAN SUGGESTIONS

https://open.spotify.com/user/msoplays/playlist/79x34ayKo0PWaj1bO6DkuQ?si=mfw_QVexSsuggHYpmlwPTQ
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LESSON PLAN 3: EXPLODING ORCHESTRA

POSSIBILITIES
• Suggested for pre-show engagement

LINKS TO VICTORIAN CURRICULUM
• Critical and Creative Thinking (capability)

• Music (learning area)

o Music Practices

o Respond and Interpret 

VEYLDF LINKS:
• Outcome 2: Children are connected with  

and contribute to their world 

• Outcome 4: Children are confident and  
involved learners 

• Outcome 5: Children are effective 
communicators 

LEARNING INTENTION:
To learn about the layout of a symphony orchestra.

MATERIALS:
• Interactive whiteboard (with sound and visuals)

• Whiteboard markers

• Scrap paper or workbooks

• Coloured pencils and markers

1. Introduce the learning intention and remind students they’ll soon 
be attending a performance of Super Symphony by Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra.

2. Create a KWL chart (Know, Want to know, Learned) or use our 
example included as Handout 2 (see Section 5 of this resource) – 
you can revisit and add to this chart as you progress with the lesson 
or unit of learning.

3. Watch a clip of the MSO performance – there’s a great selection 
available over at our Resource Library page under the EXTEND 
heading.

4. Add to your KWL chart.

5. Ask students to complete the class activity Handout 3 in Section 
5 of this resource – NOTE: this is the Super Symphony Jigsaw 
students will complete and should bring along to the show to help 
them put the orchestra back together during the show!

6. Reflect upon the exercise:

a. What have we learned?

b. What are we most excited about regarding the concert?

c. What did you enjoy most about this activity?

EXTENSION IDEA (LEVELS 7–8)
• Delve deeper into the layout of a symphony orchestra with 

a particular focus on how the layout might change due to 
instrumentation: what is instrumentation? How does it affect 
the layout of the orchestra? What is the instrumentation of the 
pieces in this concert?

SECTION 4 – LESSON PLAN SUGGESTIONS

https://www.mso.com.au/education/resources/resource-library/
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SECTION 5 – HANDOUTS

MUSIC AND EMOTION
NAME: 

GRADE: 

Piece No. 1

Title:

Composer:

 

Piece No. 2

Title:

Composer:

 

Piece No. 3

Title:

Composer:

 

When I hear this music,  
I imagine…

This music makes me 
feel…

Something I would like 
to do while listening to 
this music is…

Handout 1
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SECTION 5 – HANDOUTS

KWL CHART: SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS

What do we 

KNOW  
about symphony 
orchestras?

What do we  

WANT  
TO KNOW 
about symphony 
orchestras?

What have we 

LEARNED  
about symphony 
orchestras?

Handout 2
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SECTION 6 – FURTHER INFORMATION

RESOURCE LIBRARY
Engage with the MSO from the comfort of your classroom.  
Explore our full range of online resources today!

WANT TO BOOK TICKETS OR CHECK DETAILS  
OF YOUR CURRENT BOOKING?
Great! Please contact the friendly MSO Box Office.

PARTNERS

MAJOR EDUCATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUPPORTERS

Anonymous (1), Crown Resorts Foundation and Packer Family Foundation, The Collier Charitable Trust, 
Wendy Dimmick, Erica Foundation Pty Ltd, The Marian and E.H. Flack Trust, Freemasons Foundation 
Victoria, Jennifer Gorog, Hilary Hall – in memory of Wilma Collie, Hume City Council, Margaret Jackson 
AC, James and Rosemary Jacoby, Lesley McMullin Foundation, Mrs Margaret Ross AM and Dr Ian Ross, 
Robert Salzer Foundation, Telematics Trust, Ullmer Family Foundation.

https://www.mso.com.au/education/resources/
https://www.mso.com.au/contact/box-office/

